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Sustainability & 
democracy as a 
driver of teaching 
and school 
development
Denkraum 5: Zukunft mit BBNE

Stephanie Weigel

Blue Marble, aufgenommen von Apollo 17 am 7. Dezember 1972
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How is the young generation doing?



How is the young generation doing?

More pessimistic than 
ever before
" I have no idea what my life will look like in 20 years' 

time. We have no idea what our world will look like 

then."

" We can speak of a clear shift to the right in the 

young population.“

https://www.hertie-school.org/de/news/detail/content/studie-junge-menschen-in-deutschland-sorgen-sich-um-ihre-zukunft

AfD

35,98%



What are the most powerful 
societal-social levers?



Quelle: Otto, et al. 2020, PNAS





Future Skills
Solution Orientation

Self-efficacy

2,26 
Mio



Regulatory Requirements

Sustainability: A mandatory task 
for vocational schools
In terms of regulatory policy, the 
KMK stipulates that vocational 
schools should support 
‘sustainable development of the 
working and living environment’. 

Empfehlung der Kultusministerkonferenz zur 

Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung 

in der Schule
(Beschluss der Kultusministerkonferenz vom 13.06.2024)

Rahmenvereinbarung über die 

Berufsschule
(Beschluss der Kultusministerkonferenz vom 

12.03.2015 i.d.F. vom 09.09.2021)

Transformation of learning and teaching 
environments (WSA): 
Making the entire school as institution 
more sustainable and making it itself 
the subject of school development 
processes

Environmental protection 
and sustainability: 
Mandatory task
Minimum standards that 
came into force for 
vocational training (since  
01-08-2021



ESD & Democracy 
education

Sustainability and collective 
action... 

are integrated as normality 
and standard in all school 
decisions and fields of 
action... 

and can be experienced and, 
above all, co-designed by 
those involved



Schools for Earth: Two goals

©Maria Feck | Greenpeace



Toolbox
Manual for students

(all school forms, 

inclusive)

Manual for school 

management 

team and 

teachers

Manual for technical 

staff

Teaching 

materials
(print + digital)

Trainings and further 

education

 Networking offers
Community-Platform, VCs



Conflicting goals as a learning opportunity!

Keine Vorschriften! 
Jeder darf selbst 

entscheiden, wie er 
von A nach B 

kommt.
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Links:
Schools for Earth
Handreichung BBNE
CO2-Schulrechner
Unterrichtsmaterialien
Zertifizierung

mailto:Stephanie.weigel@greenpeace.org
mailto:dietmar.kress@greenpeace.org
https://www.greenpeace.de/ueber-uns/umweltbildung/schools-earth
https://www.greenpeace.de/bildungsmaterial/Berufliche%20Bildung%20fuer%20nachhaltige%20Entwicklung_250424.pdf
https://co2-schulrechner.greenpeace.de/willkommen
https://www.greenpeace.de/ueber-uns/umweltbildung/bildungsmaterialien?language%5Bde%5D=de&language%5Ben%5D=en&form_build_id=form-ym9ESuBVQwPySkl0dYRr5LyoEDpzAhUpSg1aPDHgmuc&form_id=gpde_edu_search_form&page=1
https://www.greenpeace.de/ueber-uns/umweltbildung/zertifizierung-schools-earth-schullabel
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